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cases deemed politically 
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criminal cases for political reasons. On May 23, the 
prosecutor in charge of these political cases denied to 
Poloff that he functions as a "special prosecutor" or that he 

and his team were chosen for any rea sons other than their 
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2. (C) The separate handling of political cases began with 
the 



he creatioQin 2002 of the Brigada 11 Abril (11-A) , 
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special investigative unit under the Center for Scientific, 
Criminalistic and Penal Investigations (CICPC) , Venezuela's 
equivalent of the FBI, that has responsibility for cases 
deemed politically sensitive by the GOV. Its first 
assignment was the April 11, 2002 Puente Llaguno shootings in 
which men firing into a crowd of opposition marchers were 
caught on videotape. In spite of the incriminating footage, 
there have been no convictions in the case . 



subsequent murder cases, such as that involving three 
soldiers found murdered in December 2002 and linked to 
dissident military officers, were reassigned to a select 
group of prosecutors working in tandem with the 11-A. Danilo 
Anderson, a relatively obscure prosecutor working in the area 
of environmental law, is the prosecutor of choice for the 
government and has been put in charge of the eight 
prosecutors who handle the political cases . 

4. (C) Anderson, who has three years' experience (the 
prosecutors working under him have similar lengths of 
experience) told Poloff May 23 that more experience would be 
irrelevant, since the current penal code is only about 3 
years old. He claims that he and his team of prosecutors 
were chosen directly by Attorney General Isaias Rodriguez, 
because they were the best people for the job, but declined 
to speculate on what factors were used in their selection. 
Anderson also denied that he is a "special prosecutor" as we 
understand the term, stating firmly that the Public Ministry 
is one "indivisible entity." 
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